
Polaroid
Chris tine Connelly, a 2 4-year-old
Chicag o Web de signer , prize s her
Fishey e2, but some time s she
reache s for a P olar oid ins tantÐ
which giv es everything the g auzy
mask of a Fleetw ood Mac mag a-
zine shoo t . ªI like that these c am-
eras t ake a lot of t echnic al stuff
out of my hands. They don't do it
that w ell. But the y're fun and
inexpensiv e and it 's about the
imag e. If I dig it, who c are s what
[kind of c amer a] I took it with?º

Fisheye
Chris tine Connelly sho t this with a Fishe ye2
camer a, whose oblong e xposure s reduc e the
world to a k eyhole. She's not unusual as c ollec-
tor s go, said Jill Enfield, a judg e at the K rappy
Kamer a Competition. ªI think it pr ove s to pe ople
the y have an artistic bone in their body .º 

Holga
Bill Vaccaro , a Roger s Park libr arian , had ªa torrid thr ee-ye ar af fair with digital and it dr ove me to my true
loveÐfilm, medium f ormat. º Vaccar o and his modified plastic Holga ha ve won contest s, and his imag es have
been published in Light L eaks, a new magazine dedic at ed to low-fi pho tography . ªI love the dr eamine ss, the
fac t you don't need to think while shootingÐthe crappier the c amer a, the more int eres ting the imag e.º

A different point of view

ªIt was my
mother's. I've
taken great stuff
with it.º
Ð Dan Zamudio , on his
vintag e Diana c amera
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(they do; 62 percent of U.S. adults ha ve
bought a digital camera, according to the
Consumer Electronics Associa tion).

Yet a shabby-chic mo vement has tak en
hold among e veryda y picture tak ers, bor ed
with the perfection of digital, and perhaps a
bit nostalgic. T hey'v e discover ed the war mth
of old-fashioned, g af fe-loaded photos shot
with c heap plastic cameras .

ªAnd no, I'm not surprised,º said R obert
Clark e Davis , who teaches photo graph y at
the School of the Art Institute of Chica go.
ªPeople still want to remind you there's a
r eal person behind an ima ge. They want to
r emind themselv es, I think. You w ouldn't
write a lo ve letter on a computer, would y ou?
I think it's the r etur n of the craft aspect of
wha t's become a passi ve acti vity.º

Even more ironicÐthis low-fi mo vement is
being dri ven by tec hnology , by fans of junk
cameras who flood b logs and social netw ork-
ing sites with b lurry , over exposed ima ges.
(On F lickr , for instance, there are 250 g roups
dedica ted to the virtues of those f ogged-in
Diana ima ges.) Indeed, this low-fi trend is
even thr eatening to go mainstreamÐif y ou
think of Urban Outfitters, the leading r e-
tailer of low-fi cameras, as mainstr eam.

Now gift shops like P aper Source are stoc k-
ing c heap cameras. And neighborhood cam-
era storesÐand museum shops, too. ªAr tists
hav e always been f ascina ted by the un usual,º
said Laura Nealon, chief sales mana ger f or
Lomography , the Austrian-based camera
society (with offices in Br ookl yn) that has
become the primary distributor of af fordable
retr o cameras. ªBut I think w e'r e seeing a
shift. I see more r egular peopleÐbetween 18
and 35Ðfalling in lo ve with this stuf f.º

We'r e talking toy camerasÐthe pr ofes-
sional photo gra pher term for badly made
nov elty cameras. W e'r e talking the Diana,
the sort of hollo w-body gi veawa y you once

got in the mail for ans wering a survey . Zamu-
dio's Diana is an original, but Urban Out-
fitters sells a r eplica for $95. And w e'r e talk-
ing the Holga, the most popular r etr o cam-
era, a Chinese-man ufactur ed brick tha t
gravita ted east in the 1980s, known for its
inevitab le light leaks. It's a vailab le at the
Museum of Contemporary Art store for $82.
We'r e talking the Lomo, the disposa ble Sovi-
et-era relic that became a cult f avorite in
Eur ope (then North America), thanks to a
pair of Lomo-loving Austrian bac kpackers
who later founded Lomo graphy . And w e're
talking the trusty P olar oid instant cameraÐ
simultaneousl y on the brink of extinction
(Polar oid announced in F ebr uary it was
halting production on instant cameras and
film) and the v erge of something like a r e-
viv al, appearing r outinel y at lo w-fi-friendly
competitions such as SlideLuck P otShow
(held last month in Chicago) and the Kra ppy
Kamera Competition, held in New Y ork City .

Sarah Knopf r elates.
She's 24, li ves in Hano ver Park and al ways

trav els with a vinta ge Horizon. Each ima ge

comes out two ne gativ es wideÐvast and
panoramic and, in Chica go, few shops will
even develop it. ªI was at a car niv al and I set
up my camera, w hic h takes time. But all
these people w ere taking pictures with their
digitals and saying lik e, this is much easier .
And I'm lik e, Oh, my God, w hat is wr ong
with the w or ld? Why is the cleanest way of
doing something necessarily the best way of
doing something?º

Jane Fulton Alt learned this lesson the
har d way. For years the Evanston social
work er has been making a r egular pilg rim-
age to Mexico with celebrity chef Rick Ba y-
less. Her pictures from Mexico hang in his
Fr ontera Grill and T opolobampo . About 12
years ago, while pr eparing for the trip , her
Hasselb lad cameraÐa prized possession
among photo graphers , costing se veral
grandÐbroke . She panic ked, then she
thought ªWhy not shoot with a Holga?º She
paid less than $20 for one. ªIt just opened me
up to do this incr edib le body of w ork,º she
said. ªYou can't r egula te everythingÐit has
a setting for sunn y, and for c loudy . That's it.

It's this total camera of faith. You ha ve no
idea w hat you'r e going to g et.º

Junk y cameras exist in a limbo, betw een
the casual and aesthetically minded. Inter est
is at least as old as Janet Malcolm's 1970s
New York er essays on the Diana (w hic h gave
the camera r enewed life), and at least as hip
as when toy cameras became the tools of
choice for Andy Warhol's F actory.

And oftenÐif shoddy construction has
giv en you a hairline split, if streaks of light
sneak into the final ima geÐy ou can get the
most ethereal, unpr edictable , vaguel y apoca-
lyptic r esults.

It also illustrates a curious selling point
about low-fi photo graph y: Take a picture of
your cat and you don't need to know muc h
about photo graph y to come back with some-
thing poignant, e ven unsettling. ªI'm a little
wary of these cameras, to be honest,º said
Whitney Bradsha w, the curator of the Bank
of America's photo graph y collection. ªT he
aesthetic can o ver ride e verything. I ha ve an
issue with people who r ely on the un usualÐ
as though that's somehow enough for a bod y
wor k to be interesting.º T hat said, Mary
War ner Marien, a Syracuse Uni versity ar t
pr ofessor and author of a history of photo g-
raphy , said as long as there ha ve been cam-
eras there ha ve been photo gra phers who sa y
photograph y is g ro wing soulless, too easy .
They cra ve failure.

Lik e Adoree Dunn.
On an ear ly September morning, the 27-

year -old store c ler k stands on Sheridan R oad,
demonstra ting her Holga. She shows off a
few pictures of her f amily . The photos ha ve
an enchanted quality. The colors are soft, the
shadows velvety . She assembles the camera
with r eckless speed, snapping plastic a gainst
plastic . She points her camera at a g arbage
can and presses the shutter. ªI like that I can
tak e film to the store and get it de veloped. I
miss that.º Her camera has a hole in the
bottom. Sometimes sand gets in and ne ga-
tiv es come back with scra tches . ªI like that I
hav e no idea w hat I'll g et.º

Ther e's a faint c lick.
She shr ugs.

cborrelli@tribune.com

Flaws add beauty,
aficionados say
Continued from Page 1

So, you say you want to t ake lousy pic tures?
Ahem. We mean, r ather , you say you want t o
tak e interes ting picture s with a cheap plas tic
camera ? Climb on the low-fi b andwagon.
Here are a f ew ans wer s to your que stions:
1. Where can I find a low-fi c amera?
The quick ans wer is Urban Out fitter s (f or
instanc e, 20 S. Stat e St .; 312-269-9919),
which sells a v ariet y of Lomograph y branded
camer as, including Dianas, Holgas, and the
Fishey e2. Centr al Camera (230 S. W abash
Ave. ; 312-427-5580) and Helix ( 310 S. Racine
Ave.; 312-421-6000) c arrie s HolgaÐas doe s
Paper S ourc e (919 W. Armit age Ave.; 773-
525-7 300). The shop at the Museum o f
Contempor ary Art (220 E. Chic ago Ave.;
312-280-2660) c arrie s a few kinds, in addi-
tion to Lomo r eplic as. Most of these s tores

also sell film. For P olar oid ins t ant c ameras,
try eBay or Craigslist.
2. OK, but can I get the film de veloped?
Usually at pr ofe ssional labs. Central, f or
example, s ays they ªde velop any kind of film. º
Ano ther good place: Gamma Imaging ( 314
W. Superior S t .; 312-337-0022).
3. Where can I learn more about lo w-fi
photography?
The Museum of Cont empor ary Art (mc ach-
icago.org) t ends to ha ve a class in pinhole
camer a making e very f ew months. Dan Za-
mudio' s gallery , the Sulzen Fine Art S tudio
(2720 W. S t . George s Court), show s his Di-
ana pic ture s. Online, try Light L eaks mag a-
zine ( lightleaks.or g) and L omography.com.

ÐChrist opher B orrelli

Let yourself go low-fi

 Semi-Annual

 The ONE store for your perfect floor

 Store Hours:
 Monday - Thursday 8:00am - 8:00pm; Friday & 

 Saturday 8:00 - 6:00pm; Sunday 11:00am - 5:00pm

 3071 N. Lincoln Avenue 
 Chicago, IL 60657
 773.935.9314

 www.homecarpet1.com

 1 Year No Payments 
 Same As Cash

 1 Year No Payments 
 Same As Cash

 Sale Ends October 25th Sale Ends October 25th
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